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A Letter fent she Obfervator. Remarks thereon, An Account of the Obfervator’s 
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Copntryom. r After, I took the boldnefs 
upon me to read: fome of 
your Letters that lie on the 


fable, and among ‘em I find one that I like, 
and would beg and intreat you to Aniwerit. | 
Obf. Prithee read it. 
Country-m. It-is dated the 20th of March, 1703. 


SIR, 

DD Voor on the Obfervator, the otber day, in 

fome Company, it was, by the Majority, agreed 
upon, That when jou Touch upon axy Irregularities 
or Grievances. Committed by Offenders againft the 
Government, you generally-are right in your Dete- 
Sions ; but when you Treat upon any thing Eccleli- 
aftical, you feldom fail of being in'the Wrong, was 
alfo the Opinion of, the Company, which made jume 
“ thim take you jor a Presbyterian; others a 
Quaker in Heait,tho’ not in. Habit, fome an In- 
dependant, and the like. To clear this Matter, 
and fet us all int the Light, be pleafed to let us know 
who came, neaieft-to the Sect you profe/s your felf to | 
be off, which will not only confi m your own Keputa- 


tion, but gratifie 
Ret areee Tour Himble Servant. 











Now, Mafter, I befeech you Anfwer this Letter, 
for 1 have heard the fame Difcourfe often in 
Coffce-Houfes. I never heard ant Honeft Man 
fpeak a Word againft you in Point of your Loy- 
alty and -Affedion.to. thé» Government, or your 
Hearty Endeavours for Its Welfare, but 1 have 
often heard ’em Queftion your Religion, and the 
{2 to which you belong. (Ph 
» Obf. Lthall reauily comply with your Requeft 
| oy ioeaigagr of the Gentleman that ‘ent 
Sng ae 4 a shat ath genes of 
Creeds and Confefions of Faith, as believing no 
nod oF oe ak Divines have any Dakine 
Right or Antho: ity to judge tor mie in things Spi- 
itual, or to determine my Con{cience in matters 
lating to Religions yet I am willing, on_this 
uccafion, to make a Declaration of my Faith, 
fat as to Satisfie fuch as make Scruples about 


v make the Scriptures the Rule of m ‘Faith, 


. believing that God has therein fully difcovered 
ape i r to Salvation. 1 take the 























Opinio 3 from fome thoughts th 
conceived ot Religion contrary to the Opi 








in this Point, vim What Sef I am off? I fhall 





rd. of God, 1 mean the Scriptures, to be the 

agna Chas Religion, not to be altered or 
nend ny Supéradditions of Humane Power, 

Ordinances, Aas of Parliament, ot 

Statutes made or enjoyned by any Humane Autho- 
tywhatfoever, contrary to, or Deftructive of | 
‘this great Charter of Religion, are void of them- 

; D fe -b a Ye J #3 any one in a Reli- 

But finding the Strefs of Oe 


pothtively anfwer That I am of tro Se or papa 
ticular Church, ds Modefy’d and Diftinguithd 
by the Opinions and Practices of particular Pers 
fons; and in Confirmation of my Opinion, f 


fhall give you my Reatons, and then leave you - 


to Judge,which Sect I come neareft.to. } 
There is but one Church in the whale World, 
which is the Church of Chrift, the vifible Cathos 
lick Church, of which I own my felf a Member; 
of ‘this Church Chri is the Supream Head and 
Lawgiver. This Church is difperfed: throughout | 
the whole Earth : Every Nation, Tungye, and Lane 
guage proteiling the Name of the Bleffed Fefus, ig 
part of this Church... The Doors.ot this Church’ 
are open to All; None are excluded trom the Be- 
nefits of the Blood of Fefus; 4 that\ profefa: 
that Sacred Name, and relye upon him for Sal« 
vation have a Right to the Covenant of Grace, 
and all the Spiritual Benefits belonging there- 
unto, 
And tho” in Scripture we find inention made 
of many Churches, as the Galatians, Epbefians, 
Corrinthians, nay the Church in thy Houfe, we 
mufi not from hence infer that thefe were differs 
ht Churches, Contradiftinguith’d and Oppofite 
to one another, either in Occonomy or Principles, 
but that they were Branches of thé Common Stock, 
Parts at the fame Catholick Church: ‘And the 
Apofiles: don’t’ dire&t their Epiftles to them, as if 
they were different Churches ; their ufnal Stile is 
to the Church of Chriff which is at Corinth, og 
at fuch and fach a: Place. Grace, Mercy,°and 
Peace. And were the Apoffles now Living they 
would not direét to the Church of Exgland, but 
to the Church of Chrif which is in Angland, ire’ 
cluding all that profefs the Chrifian Faith, and 
who are Members of the Vifible Church. . | 


"This Subdivifion of the Church of Chrif hag 
prov'd very fatal to Religion, I fay, Somany 
‘ eng 


Churché& and Sets fo ma i 
will acknowledge themfelves to. be the Schi/wia- 
ticks: But certainly the Gatholick Chriftian can 
be no Schi/matick,he that profefles himfelt to be'a 


Member of the Church Univerfal, that lives in. 


perfect Love and Union with alk Profeflors, how 
different foever in Opinion, can never. yr A 
Rent in the Church. ‘Now, from whence do al¥tk 
Sects in. Religion proceed? From whence haye 
they cr lg oe Sag Is it not from 
n 
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of other Men? And this is the Foun on 
particular.Cburches and Sef#s, © <4 $4106 

And when all’s done we thall find. but lit 
of Religion in all our Divifions about it. For. 
we make a ftrict Exarnination into the Pret 
of Sefaries, we fhall find more of an Evil $ 


concurring with their Separations, than of the 
| Spirit of God Governing them in their ious” 
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rand. ides’, the 
means to oor comes next under Confidera- 
tion.. What is the end of Religion? Is it not 
the Salvation of our Souls? What are the means 
forthe obtaining this end? The Rules preicribd 
us in the Scriptures. The way to £ternal Happi- 
nef is mark’d out {fo plain that the weakcit 
Traveller may keep the Roads the Souys and 
Booms are fo vifible that we need. not fear {plit- 
ting on Rocks and Shelves in our Spiritual Voyage ; 
if ‘We meet-with any Remora’s, any Stumbling. 
Blocks, it mutt proceed from our own Intempe- 
vate Heatvand Religious Cavils. ~-— The Heaven- 
ly Chart is laid fairly open to all, and if fome 
wall chop to an Anchor and Contend and Quar- 
tel; nay Batter one another about. {haping. the 
Gourke, what's that ‘to the Catholick Chriiian, 
he muft proceed on his Voyage, and make an 
Account of it from his own Journals; he muft 
be Judged by his own Faith, by his own Beba- 
viver,and not by another Mans. And why 
fhould | be Angry if others outftrip me in my 
Spiritual Voyage, ut they have the Winds of Faith 
to keep their Sails full, when I lag'a Stern and 
can fearee keep a Head, in Gods good time we 
fhali all arrive at that Place where Contention 
fhall have an end. 

It is apiece of Prief-Craft to make Men be- 
lieve, That when they are Baptized they ar® 
matte Members of that Church they are Baptized 
ip. I have heard many fay, That. they are. and 
mnuft be of the Chusch of England, becaufe they 
were Baptized into its and fome-Of the Di enters 
are yet more Rigid in this Point,.and wil not 
nt of: fuch as are Meinbers of the 


to.which he Adminifters the Ordixances 


of God. All this is wfong, and contrary to the 
Nature of that Ordinance, for by Bapti{m we are 


and Catholick ; the Ordinances of Go. ‘are to be 
Adwigiitred afterthe fame manner,tor the fame 


(és, and to the fame. intent as they were 


T iituted. Now in the firtt Jujfitution there 


eno particular Churches, no Seds, or rather 
ons its Religion, but one Common Church Ga- 
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fisfler the Minifier to Baptize the Children of any: | 
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: fa forth, 

that. is. L 2am am Charity and per 

‘all ChrzBians. however diltin- 
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‘e Notice of their Virtues, as every Good Mt 
tay at the fame time f:un the Zi,,. 


Party * 
. ' Mia oe 
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rathe® e ne Onier, fot he. 

Word of God Preach’d Somewhere or othe 

nary mekns to8a/cation. For my)party wan, with, 2 Ge 
Confcience, heat a Good Sermom eather inthe Chusch a 
Conventicle, but chitfly wherethe Oiinances are Aathing’ 
fired according to the Rule of the Seviptures. The C) ad 
of.Fngland and the Preshyterians arethe fame’ in Poin cit 
Doérine ; [make no difference "between em 5 EP heat ~~, 
both alike; and-where Pecan Edite m@h} #9 certainly ¢,, 
has given Man that Libeny .to judge Mr himfelf wi. 
Preaching is mot. Beneficial: to. his Bpisienal Noy: 
and growth in, Grace. 

A aba it Religion 1s ‘certainly neceflity . | gy 
things in the Worfhip of God ottight te be done with De. 
cency and in Order, and all rhe Se@#s tha do Oppale the 
Fftablife d Difcipline of the Church, do yer maintain fom, 
certain Kites and Forms peculiar co their ownSeGg and vip, 
deed, all Ceremonies and Ufages of Worfeip ought td be 
agreeable tothe Ddivines of a Church. A Preshy terion 
Church with Popify Ceremonies, looks like a Relizious Mons 
fer without apy Symeiry, or Proportion of Parts. 

But whatever the Opinions of. Men may be; howete: 
different in matters of Ae/igion, ic ctght to meke « no Di- 


Lig 2g 


‘RinGion aniong *em as they are‘ Chriftians, or bevany Bor 
to their Mutual Love. and -4feGion : 


| /oné towards another; 
or the Common Peace,of the Church. “Qur good Queen has 
highly recommended this Peace and Waton #6 all ter Sub. 
jects, we have Her Royal Example for it founded on Di. 


| vine Authority; ‘tis this hds given @ Luftre 16 Het Reiga, 


brought Her under the, Favéurable Influence of Heaven, 


‘tis this has Crowned Her Armies and Fleets with Vio, 


tas from this wé may expect yet greater Bleffings, this has 
given Her a more-Glorious Title than had ang of Her Pre: 
decefiors, She is not only the Defender of thé Faith, Wit 
the Maintainér of the Peace and, Union of the Gatholich 
Church, and long may She live to iee che Defire. of Hes 


+ Soul accontplift’d insta General Coneurrente ot Het Pe: ple 


to Her Piows Defires for Peace and Union. 

And thus, Country-man, have i given you a fhort view 
of my Opinion, Concerniig Religion, andoif any one alkg 
you what Religion the Obfervator is of you may tell him 
ot her, that he’s aCatholick Chriftian. . 

Country-me; Ad Matter, I am of che famé Relizion, 


win the Prefs | 
> % the : ds. a 


44 . 
eo z 
- " 


* 


deteSted, with R 
now. under the 


avidked i 


with a large Quanticy of déca 
about» ¢ 


cherganen, extraé 
as alfo our 


particularly ct 


Fickly dete 
terfeit, wit 


the Beri-ft of haat Ce 
chen Sell the fi 


4 
~ vF 


” . > eee sag 
(© Aes oF * oy, ae? er” > 
ip oNoeey ip ite 
7. of : % si Pee : Fo% tig 
will be Pablif'd- °° 
= xe 1D 4? et eae , 
fae m 4 | ee 


a . 
ir 
es A ~ — * 
a % ARR 2.4 ? q 
ees pare ?, * 
Micinmn c 


% 

2 

» ge 
/ = 
A! 


t 
is. ge ™ ay. 
ce yy 
A a: es ae 
“~ 
- 


G 








= 


London, Printed tor the Author, Jobn Tutchin. 1706, 
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